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The newsletter of the Essex Crusaders, Centre 19, Virago Star Owners Club. 
 
December 2009   Issue 168   contents: 

 

2.  Rep’s Rambling.     3. Rideout Leader? 

4-5. Oakdene Cafe.     5-7. Copdock Show.   

7.  Centre 19 AGM     8. C19 Meeting Dates. 

 

COPY DATE FOR JANUARY SEAX is MONDAY 28th Dec. 
 

   

Contacts: 
 

Centre Rep.  John Evans 
    10 Woodlow;  Benfleet;  SS7 3RL. 

Tel: Home  01268 775720  mobile  07778 643986 
john@evans6387.freeserve.co.uk  

 
Deputy Rep.  (North) Peter ‘Mr. K’ Gauntlett 
   Home  01206 570604  mobile  07531 614887 

petergauntlett03@aol.com 
 

Deputy Rep.  (South) Position Vacant    
 
 

Seax Editor   Alan Ferry    mobile 07973 371812 
   seax2008@hotmail.com 
 
Spider   Claire Gauntlett 
   uglymonsters01@aol.com 
 
Centre 19 website :  http :/www.essex-crusaders.org.uk 
 
VSOC website :  http :/www.vsoc.org.uk 
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Rideouts now start at 10-30am from Boreham services until further notice�
�
As you might have realised our web-site has not been updated lately, Claire has informed me 
that she has a problem accessing the website through Windows 7 or Vista.She is working on the 
problem and hopefully in the next couple of weeks we can find a solution to this problem.  
 
The VSOC are running a "Landmarks" competition for 2010. All centres have been asked to 
submit four places of interest to have their bike photographed with. Any suggestions for weird 
and the wonderful places in Essex would be appreciated and a post code if possible, people with 
sat navs need post codes. Pass them on to me and we will pick the best 4 and then forward 
them on to Clatter.�
 
With everybody looking forward to Christmas, it's not so long now !!. The festive cheer and 
merriment and the ocassional glass of alcoholic beverage seems to have already started with 
the pre Chrismas parties now in full swing.�
For those few of you who have not yet booked for our Christmas dinner, there is still time, see 
the flyer from previous issue of SEAX or contact me.�
��
Centre 19 members have been  invited to C13 Christmas buffet and disco on Saturday 12th 
December, 07-30pm to midnight £5-00 at Broadlakes, London Colney, also C15 has invited us 
to their Christmas do Saturday 23rd January 2010 at The East Farleigh Club, Lower Road, East 
Farleigh, Kent, ME15 OJW £5-00 includes buffet and disco. Anybody wishing to join in the 
festivities please contact me ASAP as tickets are limited.�
��
Reeper, the band that played at our Rally on the Friday night are playing at Riga Music Bar, the 
Cricketers, London Road, Westcliff on Thursday 17th December, £5 admission on the door.�
��
Chris Weaire at C16 has invited C19 members and also C12, C13, C14 and C15 to a weekend 
away at Butlins, Bognor Regis,19th -21st March 2010, costs should be about £70-00 per person 
in self catering apartments for 3 nights, the more people there are the cheaper it gets. Theme for 
the weekend is "skool reunion",                                     http://www.bigweekends.com/the-
weekends/music-selection/skool-reunion/index.aspx�
��
Dutch International June 11th,12th,13th 2010�
For those of you who do not want to take your tent to this rally there is now an option of renting a 
4 berth tent for £50-00 per tent, including rollmats for the duration of the rally, and you do not 
have to put it up or take it down. Also there is the opportunity to hire self inflating mattresses at 
£10-00 each. For more information contact me ASAP because there are a limited number of 
these tents�
�
Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year �
John�

�
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Motorcyclists at the head of a group of riders will  face stiffer 
penalties for speeding under a crown court ruling.  
�

Being the lead rider in a group is an aggravating factor making you partly 
responsible for speeding offences of those behind you according to the decision. 
The ruling can be applied in any future cases where two or more motorcyclists 
riding together are accused of speeding. The head rider might be only a few mph 
over the limit but could be given the same penalty as the worst offender behind.  
Road traffic solicitor Robert Dobson said: “Any crown court decision can be stated 
in future cases. This is potentially a very dangerous judgement for motorcyclists. 
"Riders in a group change position frequently. 
“If you are riding at the front any group at excess speed, then the very fact you’re 
at the front is an aggravating factor.” 
 
Ken Clark, 49, reached 85mph on his Yamaha R1 while leading a group of three 
riders on the 60mph A272 near Rogate, Sussex, last June. 
The speed is within the usual threshold for a fixed penalty of three points and a 
£60 fine. 
But Chichester Crown Court ruled he should receive the same penalty as a 
following rider accused of going 103mph. 
Barrister notes on the ruling given to Clark after the hearing state: ‘Although his 
was the lesser speed, [the bench] found it an aggravating feature that he was the 
lead motorcyclist, was setting the pace and he knew that the other two 
motorcyclists would want to catch him up and would be speeding to do so.’ 
The court rejected Clark’s appeal against six points, a £100 fine and £250 court 
costs. 
 
Clark said: “This should have been three points and a £60 fine but so far it’s cost 
me £2,500 including solicitors’ bills and I have six points on a licence which has 
been clean for the last 24 years.” 
Clark’s solicitor, Philip Somarakis, said 103mph was the speed reached by a 
police officer on an unmarked bike while tailing Clark's two friends, but the 
prosecution accepted it was not possible to prove from video evidence that Clark 
himself had exceeded 85mph. 
“The gist of the ruling is that to be a lead motorcyclist makes you somehow 
responsible for the actions of those behind you,” he added. 
 
Gary Baldwin, former police motorcyclist and co-director of advanced riding school 
Rapid Training, said: “It's a dangerous precedent to suggest you are now 
responsible for someone who's in control of another vehicle. 
"How do I control what they do? If someone is following me and I get in an 
overtake that they don't, they may go faster to catch up but that is their choice.” 
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RIDEOUT TO THE OAKDENE CAFÉ, SEPTEMBER 27, 2009  

 
 

Not being of the Colchester persuasion my rideout started at Thurrock Services.  
Got there at around 10:20, quite a few bikes but no sign of the lead Virago with 
John and Carol.  Much discussion as to where the Oakdene was (bloody Kent 
that’s where – just over the bridge).  When I let on that one possible route was 
M25, M20, A20, and it’s on the left at the foot of a long downhill.  I was nominated 
as lead.  Looked at my print-out from Google Maps; M25, M20, off at junction 2, 
then A20.  Put paper away in pannier, fastened the buckles, put on hat and gloves.  
In the car looking back at the printout for reassurance is easy; it’s on the front 
passenger seat.  On the bike its stop, gloves off, visor up, bike on side stand, undo 
both pannier buckles, and find paper.  John Evans just remembers the entire 
route, all sub-sets of the route to cover possible diversions and traffic problems 
and gets on with it.  Now was that M25, M2, Junction 20……………… 
 
Led off into the maelstrom of traffic for a right turn at the first roundabout out of the 
services, and on to the bridge approach, mirrors showed a long straggle of bikes 
behind so kept the speed down despite sign saying that the speed cameras were 
out of action.  All split up at the tolls so slow up the hill to the A2 junction before 
getting back up to motorway speed.  On a driving test this would count as “failing 
to make adequate progress” but it’s not me, it’s the bike at the tail end of the line 
you have to ride for.  Having a 650cc bike I know that keeping up when at the back 
can be difficult when the lead is on anything up to 1900 cc doing nearer 80 than 
70mph.    (Ed’s note: see article on page 2) 

 
Hats off to John who manages to do this on a regular basis.  Probably a good idea 
for all members to take a turn as lead.  Both get the hang of it for when John is not 
on the rideout; and to get an appreciation of how difficult it is compared with a solo 
ride. 
 
Beautiful sunny morning, not much wind or traffic, boring motorway ride, but high 
level of concentration required when overtaking.  Where is the end of the line, will 
we all get past the truck before we get to our exit junction?  Off on to the A20, lots 
of roundabouts, cars get into the line.  Slow off to encourage them to overtake the 
rest of us, or speed up to let the rest of the line overtake them?  Err on the side of 
caution and make a leisurely approach to the café.  Park up and then get told that 
it’s customary for a new lead rider to get the teas and coffees.  New rule made up 
on the spur of the moment by someone who was financially challenged (tight). 
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Oh the wonders of a full “standard 
breakfast” for only £4.50.  Cougar 
has to be a silly bugger and order 
both a bacon and a roast lamb 
sandwich.  Both were vast, but as a 
Yorkshire man, having paid he has 
to eat them.  Took him a while but 
he did it. 
 
Wandered out into the sunshine in 
the car bike park to digest breakfast 
and to admire the bikes.  I was 

particularly attracted to a trike made from a first generation Yamaha V-Max.  Some 
beautiful bits of construction where engineering became art.  Purpose made front 
fork yokes CNC milled from billet 
aluminium to widen the standard forks by 
4 inches to fit a Kawasaki rear wheel 
which now had a second disk where the 
sprocket should be, and to increase the 
rake by 7 degrees.  Complete one off 
rear suspension with four rose-jointed 
wishbones, centre mounted springs and 
a Ford Sierra differential.  With the huge 
rear wheels (12 inch wide rims) it made 
the trike the width of a Transit; not much 
good for filtering; but over 120mph where the road was both straight and wide 
enough. 
 
We split up for the ride back, I went to visit relatives in Horley, and the rest went 
straight back to Essex.  They missed the fun I had giving a few old farts out for a 
Sunday trip in the car a Vance & Hines moment in the Dartford tunnel.  
 

�
COPDOCK CLASSIC MOTORCYCLE CLUB SHOW, OCTOBER 4  

 
A bit overcast and windy, but dry, and the Met Office promising sunshine and 
temperatures above the seasonal norm.  A good start for meeting up at Boreham 
BP Services for the ride up the A12 to the last of the big bike shows of the year.  
Show organised by the Copdock Classic Motorcycle Club but held not at Copdock 
(west of Ipswich) but at the Suffolk Show Ground, east of Ipswich.  10 o’clock start  
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it said in SEAX; we got away around 20 past with Cougar in the lead.  John and 
Carol Evans were in their car, Carol’s knee still not to up to bike riding.  Fifty miles 
up the A12/A14 with the sun breaking through the light cloud and the temperature 
rising steadily.  Judging by the last few miles to the show ground it was going to be 
a good turn out; stuck in traffic in leather jacket, armoured jeans, and boots I was 
starting to overheat. 
 
Parked up amongst a couple of thousand bikes (wonder if I’ll be able to find mine 
to get hone), left riding gear on the bike, and was relieved of £8 for the admission.  
We had split up into little groups by now, old men made for the toilets, and then the 
hog roast van.  Great big bap full of pork, crackling, stuffing, and apple sauce to 
eat in the sunshine; this would be a good day. 
 
Wandered about looking at classic bikes and custom choppers in the posh 
building, then to the club stands in a 
large scruffy wooden shed.  VSOC 
were indoors and represented by C10 
who had a good display of bikes.  Pity 
they hadn’t got round to doing a card for 
each bike with make, engine size, year 
of manufacture, extras fitted etc. for the 
great unwashed public to read.  All 
sorts of bikes on display; from old 
British classics lovingly restored so that 
they were now oil tight for the first time; 
to almost new Harleys, one of which (V-
Rod custom) had an oil leak.  Coasters Scooter Club were there in force, as were 
a very odd crew with their even odder collection of bubble and micro cars.  Some 
amazing trikes, one had a 7.7 litre Cadillac V8 engine, obviously a believer in the 
old saying that there’s no substitute for cubic inches. 
 

I walked around for a couple of hours 
looking at the trade stands and buying a 
few odds and ends.  Every now and then 
meeting C19 members, several of whom 
were stuffing their faces.  Several 
manufacturers were represented by 
dealerships, surprise, surprise, no sign of 
Yamaha.  Victory and Buell were there 
together with Honda.  The Honda DN-01 
was a weird thing; 680cc V twin engine and 
forward foot controls makes it a small  



�������
 
cruiser, twist and go automatic transmission makes it a big scooter.  Weird – no 
clutch lever on the swept back bars and no gear change on the left foot plate.  
Styling leaves me thinking that Dan Dare or the Mekon will be riding it.   
 
Dark clouds were gathering overhead, looked like time to make a move for home, 
50 miles in the rain would have been a bit of a sad end to the day.  However, the 
clouds blew past and the sunshine came back.  Pity the side barriers on the Orwell 
bridge are so high, the view from the top (43 metres above the water) would be 
fantastic if you could see over.  A pleasant ride back, turning off the A12 at the 
signs for Colchester Zoo and going down the lanes via Tiptree and Maldon to 
home. 
 
Lots of pictures of the bike show are available from BBC Suffolk at:  
http://www.bbc.co.uk/suffolk/content/image_galleries/copdock_one_gallery.shtml  
My own pictures of the show and C19 members are available on Flickr at:  
http://www.flickr.com/photos/7940646@N04/collections/ 
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CENTRE 19 AGM, 
�
All positions will become vacant proir to the AGM, all positions have to be voted 
in by C19 members.�
Anybody wishing to put themselves forward for any of these positions please could 
they notify John by the 31st December 2009.�
��
Centre Rep,  John Evans, wishes to stand for re-election�
Deputy rep, North. Peter Gauntlet, wishes to stand for re-election�
Duputy rep, South, position vacant�
Treasurer, Carol Evans wishes to stand for re-elction�
Events, postion vacant�
Rideouts, position vacant�
Merchandising, position vacant�
Editor, SEAX, Alan Ferry wishes to stand for re-election�
��
If anyone has any matters that they would like to be included into the AGM agenda 
please let John know by the 31st December 2009�
�
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December  

North meeting.  

8 pm Monday 7th December 2009. 
 
The Anchor, Upper Street, Stratford St. Mary, CO7 6LW. 
West of A12, North of Colchester 

South meeting.  

8pm Monday 21st December 2009. 

The Bell Inn, Main Road, Woodham Ferrers, CM3 8RF. 

On the B1418 between Bicknacre and South Woodham. 

January  

North meeting.  

8 pm Monday 4th January 2010.  
 
The Anchor, Upper Street, Stratford St. Mary, CO7 6LW. 
West of A12, North of Colchester 
 

South meeting…….  CENTRE 19 AGM, 

8 pm Monday 18 th January 2010. 

The Bell Inn, Main Road, Woodham Ferrers, CM3 8RF. 

On the B1418 between Bicknacre and South Woodham. 

 


