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It's only a few days to go before we will be hogtirhe Third Essex Crusades.
Rally, bands, D.J. and stalls are all booked, dhery is in place for an
excellent weekend. It does not matter if you arean@lly goer, come down
and see what a rally is all about, we can alwaywitto an extra pair of hands,
we're on site from Thursday lunchtime so if youdngot a couple of hours to
spare over the weekend come along. Ticket salegoang very well, we are
looking at 350+ attending the rally with 30+ fronolkind and Belguim.

The Scrumpies rally at the end of May was very \agénded -

500+ members, as it was the first rally of theryewas nice to catch up

with friends from other centres. I'll let somebaage tell you what the weather
was like!!!

VSOC membership may be going down but rally numbegsholding steady or
increaseing slightly.

| would like to thank everybody for the excellemé-keeping for the day trip
to France, 38 bikes, 63 people and everythng vilketlockwork.(They say
practice makes perfect). | hope everybody enjolied tlay as much as | did,
good weather, good food and empty French roads.

Four of us went to the Welsh party at Tonna rudbip a pleasant weekend
with sunshine, yes sunshine. on the three daysalydone rain shower- just to
let us know we were in Wales.




In last months SEAX there was an article from Rgd?hil about the
Scrumpies week-end. There were a couple of comnhentsade regarding
speed, which were not in keeping with the ridinggpicises of the club. |
would like to point out that he was not riding witte group, and as a club we
do not endorse this kind of behaviour.

For any one who is interested we are going toHigh' Chapperal,
Luxembourg, '(check out their web site), Friday &r&unday 5th October for
their Euro-weekend, camping 1 euro per night ared heuro, so if you camp
and drink beer it's a cheap weekend. Contact mieftrer details.

Don't forget about the Dutch Rally 12 to 14 Septemb

That's all for now, see you at the Rally

John

Yamaha Custom Group - Europe

This is an email from Kevin Hoyte to all Centre Rep

Just to put you in the picture, | attended therhrBonal Meeting in Finland
recently whereby the main topic of conversatiomaunded Yamaha.

To this end, collectively we have founded "Yamah&stGm Group - Europe".
Countries involved are: Holland, Belgium, Germadgnmark, Sweden,
Finland & the UK.

The aim of the group is to unite and tackle Yamadad-on to encourage and
entice them to manufacture & import a variety ofd®is into the European
market. The lack of models seriously impacts onstinecess of all our clubs
and has detrimental effects on all countries ggttiew members on board.
Yamaha Europe is based in Amsterdam so it was dedltht Peter Lucas who
Is the VSCN's club secretary in Holland, shoulddhiee group as our
"Representative”. This makes sense due to geog@sphiwell as Peter's
excellent use of the English language which isragsddoetween all clubs.
Peter's initial focus will be to meet Yamaha in Aendam and encourage them
to recognise our group who currently represent gaétbers.

Next steps will be to tackle the limited models Yadra produce for our
markets. Yamaha Scandinavia also answer to Yamalpg.




If anyone feels there are questions we should askaha Europe please filter
them through me.

There will be a Yamaha Custom Group website in tisoewatch this space.
Personally, this does seem to be a positive mavallfalubs, as all Yamaha
Importers report to Yamaha Europe.

Kevin.

An open letter of both thanks and apology to atiacaned:

On June 1 at a little after 7 in the morning a group of waicles, riders and pillions
assembled at the M25 services at Thurrock for ayrtdp to France. Organized by John
Evans of Centre 19 but joined by a number fromo@entres wishing to take advantage
of the £25 per bike special deal from Euro Tunrelas a great rideout but a long day
(for me 270 miles) - we got back to the UK for ardw in the evening and still had to ride
up the M20 to home. Thanks are now due to sompl@eand apologies due to a few
others.

First thanks to John Evans (and his domestic marf@ljen). Hassle free logistics;
timetable, route, refuelling stops and meal bredkslanned out. Even fixed the weather
for the day — not the warmest June day on recora lloypg shot — but dry all day which
was the important thing. Even good enough toudiimthe street for lunch in Boulogne
and for afternoon tea in Saint Omer.

Thanks to all those who took part — riding in augr@f 40 bikes on an arrow straight
roman road (D341) on the way to Saint Omer wasnibte. There was a long stretch of
up and down hill tree lined road. | was lookingnont at around 30 bikes in double file
down the slope in front of me and up the starhefriext climb; in the mirrors | could see
the long line of headlights following.

Thanks to the last knockings of the EU agricultsrabsidies that the French are so keen
on. They may be a major burden on the tax payeBsi@in and the rest of Europe but
they have kept “inefficient” small mixed farms indiness that make the northern French
countryside such a pleasure to travel across. @omtpe beautiful patchwork of small
fields with the vast areas of cereal crop monocelin the hedge-less fields of south east
England.




Thanks to the WW2 enthusiasts who were driving @@ year old US army vehicles, with
the stars and stripes fluttering from radio aerialsthe coast road near Cap-Gris-Nez.
Lead jeep had a driver in full general’s unifornited wheel — who smartly saluted us as
we passed. The vehicles all had local (Depart®2nhumber plates so | suppose they
were French locals out practicing for the D-Dayebehtions — 64 anniversary of
Operation Overlord is on Jun&.6

First apology — to the farmer in the middle of beggll (on route back to the tunnel)
who’s heard of around 20 Friesian cows took exoeptth some of our loud exhausts. The
sight of a heard of one tonne animals stampedimgsa@ field at a time when they were
due for milking was very funny for us; but | bet¢warsed trying to get 20 litres of butter
rather than milk out of each of them.

Exhausts makes me think of another thank you kedwo people on Honda Valkyries
with the aftermarket “three pipes each side” exte(definitely not silencers). They were
wonderful to ride behind — | still have the tinrattwo days later.

A thank you to the proprietor and staff of “Le Swanthe old walled part of Boulogne-
sur-Mer for an excellentl5 three course menu of the day. This includadpard boeuf
bourguignon (posh cow stew) which was followed yiNandie tarte aux pommes
(northern French Apple tart) to die for. How theompetence of our bankers and
politicians has penalised us when we travel. kaat the set menu wad4, for the
French it had gone up 7 percent; but for us apthmd dropped against the Euro the
increase was around 23 percent.

The old walled part of Boulogne leads me to anothank you — to Vance & Hines for
providing the opportunity to enjoy the noise whemg through the gateways in the
medieval city walls.




Oh — and a thank you for the assistance | was givgetting my bike upright when |
stalled the engine and dropped it whilst manoegvinrthe cobbled car park.

Thank you to the polite and civilized drivers oistpart of France. Several times people
who had the right-of-way on roundabouts or at jioms stopped and let us continue in an
unbroken line. How often would that happen in E8sét no point did a pimped up
hatchback try and overtake us all, only to forde the line halfway when another vehicle
came the other way.

Thanks to the French government for the law thastbaench registered heavy trucks
from starting journeys on a Sunday, or startinguarjey that will run into a Sunday. The
roads are so nice without most of the heavy trucks.

Thanks to all the locals who stopped what they wieiag, or rushed out of their premises,
to wave as we passed by; and to those who askgtesing our cameras to take group
photos of us in Saint Omer.

Finally apologies to those who were offended byrtbise and spectacle of 40 cruisers
passing through their sleeping hamlets and villagéey really need to get a life and buy
a Yamaha to join us on next year’s invasion.




International Rally Finland 2008

41 bikes caught the ferry from Harwich to Esbjddgiimark) for the night
crossing on the"8June 2008 bound for Sakyla in Finland for thet firs
International to be hosted by the Finns.

The ferry docked at lunchtime on the Monday andede to the YCC
(Yamaha Custom Club) Denmark, near Copenhagernragrabout tea time,
the arrangement was that those that wanted to cbedqh upstairs in the
dormitory and others could pitch their tents, tleeging arrangements were
interesting and varied but everyone got somewleepait their heads down,
some even slept downstairs on couches.

Up bright and early on the Tuesday for an earlyt stad a ride to Granna, half
way between Copenhagen and Stockholm, no problathagain some were
pitching tents others had booked cabins ( seengigttor the night, they were
very presentable with wet rooms, comfortable losnged 2 bedrooms, it was
very windy that night and the lake, that Grannladated by, was very rough,;
fed and watered it was time for bed.

Wednesday we were met by Lasse who had kindly dordanna to lead us
by the scenic route to Stockholm so we could cttelferry from Stockholm to
Turku in Finland, a 12 hour crossing on a floatnagel with disco, casino,
restaurants and a duty free shop the size of Saiysbcabins were a bit on the
small size mind you. This arrived early on Thursdayning for the final leg

of the journey to the rally site some 60k from TwrRlready some had done
about 850 miles.

It was cold, wet and miserable on arrival but werevmet by the Finns and
lead off on the scenic route to Sakyla, | now wighhadn’t gone the scenic
route as | had a coming together with the roace liknt one way, | went the
other, bike and pride damaged but after some roledrepairs | was able to
continue, | am now waiting for the Insurance assesscome and have a look,
Janet and Steven Butterworth ( Clatter Ed ) ale& sotumble and couldn’t
continue on their bike so made alternative arrareggs) Finnish roads leave a
bit to be desired !!!




The rally site was located by a lake and the viguite spectacular, it was
difficult to find a place for the tents howeverthsre was no real flat ground,
however as we were the first there we had a chaditlee whole site so got
settled on a sandy pitch near the main marquee,

There are 22 hours of daylight in Finland and is\wsaange to go to bed in the
early hours without use of a torch, almost broagigat until midnight, C19
laid claim to a log cabin with a wood burning stavieich was kept alight most
of the week end, good job really as it helped drytbe clothes which had got
wet on the return journey from Helsinki on Saturday

The entertainment was good but the marquee gatidld@ut due to consistent
rain on the Saturday. There was an alternative e@hich was being used for
karaoke; well patronised by the Brits | can tellyd was so cold.

There were saunas located near the lake edge Wwhalleve were used and on
the Sunday night the hot tub was used by a mixatireale and females, see
pics on the web site.

Monday was pack up day with a short return jourteeYurku for the evening
ferry, not by the scenic route mind you !!!. It le@ on the journey just for a
change.

The return journey was uneventful, thankfully, aligh Graham did get a rear
wheel puncture which meant he had to be taken 4sraway from Granna for
repair; such is the lack of business in the smabens.

The journey for me ended at 12.30pm on Friday P8,&ired, smiling
inwardly from some of the antics that we Brits gptto, 1500 miles on the
clock and looking forward to our Rally in less theweeks,

Got to go now as the last day for Seax in tomorrow

Mr K







JULY RIDEOUTS AND EVENTS

FRIDAY 4™ TO SUNDAY 6"
V.S5.0.C. C19 THIRD ESSEX CRUSADES, RUNWELL.
This is the only place to be this weekend

SUNDAY 13™
BARTON MILLS, SUFFOLK

Depart Boreham services 10-00 for Halstead, defedtead (top of High St near the church) 10-4%afor
scenic ride to Barton Mills on the edge of Thetféatest.

SUNDAY 20"

BAR-B-CRUISE, CUDMORE GROVE, COUNTRY PARK, MERSEA | SLAND

Depart Boreham services 10-00 for the Peldon Rdse(Bt the junction of Colchester Rd B1025 and
Mersea Rd. Depart Peldon Rose P.H. 11-00 for CueGoove

A great day out. Just bring your own meat and dainét we supply the rest (rolls, salad, tea anceeoff

etc)

SATURDAY 26™

Centre 13, Charity night supporting Herts Air Artdnce appeal

Broadlakes Social Club, Shenley Lane, London Gglkkerts. Exit J22, M25
07-30pm to Midnight, tickets £8-00.Live band, B-B4@ffle, auction.
There is camping available. If you are interestedaing contact Gary on 07976 305081

SUNDAY 271

YARMOUTH

Depart Boreham services 09-30 for Langham sen(8bsll garage A12 North of Colchester) depart
Langham services 10-15 for Yarmouth

For more information contact your reps
Please have sufficient fuel for rideouts so welaep fuel stops to a minimum




July

North meeting.

8 pm Monday 7™ July 2008.

The Anchor, Upper Street, Stratford St. Mary, CO7 6LW.
West of A12, North of Colchester

South meeting.

8pm Monday 21 July 2008.
The Bell Inn, Main Road, Woodham Ferrers, CM3 8RF.

On the B1418 between Bicknacre and South Woodham.

August

North meeting.

8 pm Monday 4th August 2008.

The Anchor, Upper Street, Stratford St. Mary, CO7 6LW.
West of A12, North of Colchester

South meeting.

8pm Monday 18" August 2008.
The Bell Inn, Main Road, Woodham Ferrers, CM3 8RF.

On the B1418 between Bicknacre and South Woodham.




