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" the atmosphere got the better of me and | too can fall asleep anywhere”

Attached to this SEAX you will find order forms for:
Essex Crusader Hoody and SweatShirts!
Please get your order in by 30" September.

If you are interested in T-Shirts then please contact John or Carol for more
information.

John!




The Bennett’'s and Hobbs’ Cruising in California

Having touched down at 2pm local time in San Francisco, we were now all looking
forward to our forthcoming trip around California by car and motorbike.

Our trip had originally been booked around the dates of the famous “Hollister” rally,
which to our dismay had been cancelled this year for the first time in 50 years. We
only found out about the cancellation when we popped into the bike hire company
on route to the Big Basin Redwood National Park, to check everything was okay
and change the registration of one of the bikes into Terry’'s name.  Apparently
the recession has hit California hard (over £25 billion deficit this year) and the local
County could not afford the policing. As the local sheriff said “what do you expect
with Arnold Schwarzenegger in charge!”

Prior to collecting our bikes on the 10" July, our tour of California by car took in:

Monterey — the Aquarium there is out of this world; the 17 mile drive at Carmel and
then Highway 1 down south. On route, we stopped at several of the Big Sur vista
points — at one we were lucky enough to actually see rare California Condors
which were feeding on a dead seal and local turkey vultures, another had at least
50 elephant seals who were resting as part of their moulting season, before
making their long journey back to Alaska; Santa Barbara and then East via
Pasadena to Barstow for the 4™ July celebrations. Barstow is actually located on
the historic Route 66 but unfortunately due to the Independence Day celebrations
the Museum was closed. An early start on 5™ July took us into Death Valley with
temperatures reaching over 107 degrees (Toasty). During one of our regular pit
stops for brunch, this time in the one-horse town called Shoshone, we
unanimously decided to extend our trip to Las Vegas rather than heading back to
Los Angeles where thousands of fans would be lining the streets for Michael
Jackson’s memorial.

After three nights in Vegas we headed back West so that we could collect the
Harley’'s. We had decided to spend the four days on the bikes — Road Kings —
travelling around Yosemite National Park — what a great decision, the roads were
definitely built for bikers — mile upon mile of bends.

Ray and Terry were now in control, Philippa and | could sit back and enjoy the
scenery, when not being “Garmins” or “TomToms”!! We had all taken turns at
driving the car but now it was over to the two lads. We all donned our new style
helmets and off we went.




Our journey to Yosemite began by crossing the San Francisco Bay Bridge,
approximately 9 miles long - which was a very exhilarating experience —
unfortunately the day we crossed it was very windy and pretty hair-raising.
Philippa told Ray we would have to find another way back, rather than cross again.

Our first night was spent in the cowboy/gold mining town “Jamestown” with old
buildings and sheriff intact.  We spent the evening at the Jamestown Hotel “ho
down”, which consisted of a guitarist and drummer. The second day we took
Highway 108 — known as the Sonora Pass - which travelled above Yosemite NP
through the Stanislaus National Forest. The roads were bliss, hardly any traffic
and the scenery spectacular. Stops on route to the Tiago Pass included Pine
Crest Lake. Bridgeport and Lee Vining, from here we joined the Tiago pass over
the Sierra, which rises to nearly 10,000 feet above sea level, with no crash barriers
on the side of the roads — | had my eyes firmly on the road and | was preying Terry
and Ray did too. The temperatures by this time were dropping slightly and we
donned our jackets. Snow could be seen higher up the mountains.

We had been riding for most of the day and it was now approaching 7pm, we
stopped for a drink in “Buck Meadows” and the locals gave us a more direct route
through to Mariposa, which consisted of 27 miles of bends to Coulterville and then
Highway 49 to our destination.




Our third day, saw us riding from Mariposa, along the El Portal Road to the West
entrance of Yosemite NP. Half way through the journey we had to take a slight
detour due to a recent landslide, which had closed the road. We rode through to
Glacier Point, which provided a superb view of Half Dome, towering more than
3000 feet above Yosemite Valley. An unlimited array of possibilities awaited us in
Yosemite Valley.

From Glacier Point we travelled South through the Park to Mariposa Grove to see
the famous sequoia trees, which can live for over 2000 years and their trunks can
reach over 25 feet thick.

Whilst in the restaurant at Mariposa the night before, we spoke to a local who had
been working 14 days non-stop because of recent fires in the park. Travelling
through the park, the effects of the fire were still there — smoking cinders and burnt
out areas.

Monday saw the sun rise again, but what more could we expect — apparently
California has not had any rain for five years. It was great just getting up and
knowing we would be riding without the thought of impending showers/down pours

etc. The only thoughts we had were had we put enough sun cream lotion on to
stop us getting “Rudolf” noses.




Today we headed back into the Southern entrance of Yosemite NP, parked the
Harleys and took the free shuttle buses round the valley, visiting the Yosemite
village, mirror lake, The Ahwahnee hotel and the famous waterfalls.

Having relaxed and used the local transport, it was now time to start the ride back
to San Francisco. We left by the West gate and headed westwards towards
Merced.

We left the Travel Lodge in Merced at 7am the next morning so that we could have
the Harleys back by 10:30am.

Unfortunately no black bears were spotted during our four days — according to
locals they venture out more at night.

Scot from the bike rental shop dropped us back to San Francisco for the last two
days of our holiday. We did the usual tourist attractions, i.e. Pier 39, the cable
cars, and Alcatraz. An ex-convict, Darwin Coon, was at Alcatraz to promote his
book detailing his stay in the prison. Both the Bennett's and Hobbs decided to
purchase a copy as a keepsake.

As the Hollister rally was cancelled, it was mentioned that we should perhaps try to
go to the famous “Sturgis” rally or even the Daytona Rally in 2010 — watch this
space.

By Chris, Terry, Philippa and Ray

COPY DATE FOR OCTOBER SEAX is WEDNESDAY 30 " Sept

ANY SUBMISSIONS RECEIVED AFTER THIS DATE WILL BE KE PT FOR

INCLUSION IN THE FOLLOWING EDITION (IF STILL RELEVA NT).

THIS ENSURES RECEIPT OF SEAX (BY e-mail) PRIOR TO T HE FIRST
MEETING OF THE MONTH

Thank You




The Ducati Story

In 1926, Adriano and Marcello Ducati
founded a company that specialised not in
motorcycles, but the production of radio
components. During the war years, they
turned their attention toward electronic
military equipment. This move made their
factory a target for allied bombing, and
despite frequent, serious damage, they
managed to remain in production. In 1950,
Ducati launched their first motorcycle,
which was based on the already well
established Cucciolo engine. This power
unit, designed by Aldo Farinelli, was

originally created as a strap on motor for push bikes. By the time Ducati adopted it, 200,000
units had been produced. This first creation by Ducati was capable of 40mph and 200mpg and
weighed in at 98 pounds. These bikes were badged as 55M or 65TL.

Post-war economic growth put more money in Italians’ pockets and with it the need for
something more sophisticated, so at the Milan Show of 1852, the company introduced the 65TS
and the cruiser, which was the first four-stroke scooter in the world. Unfortunately, the public
didn’t embrace the idea as Ducati had hoped, and the model was withdrawn the following year
with sales barely reaching the 2,000 mark. At this time, Ducati were still making electronic
equipment, so the decision was made to split the company and Ducati Electronics SpA was

created under separate management.

Ducati Meccanica SpA, led by Dr Guiseppe
Montano, became the motorcycle
manufacturing company that we know today,
and by 1954 were turning out 120 units per
day as the factory was modernised with
government aid. Although Montano was
appointed by the government, he was a
genuine motorcycle lover and realised the
potential of racing to induce customers to buy
his machines. By 1956, the Desmo

Ducati 125 won its first race in Sweden. The
Grand Prix at Hedemora saw the Ducati lap
every other motorcycle. Sadly, the man who
achieved this feat, Gianni Degli Antoni, died




during practice for the following race. This unfortunate accident hit Ducati hard, and it wasn’t
until 1958 that they could once again challenge MV Augusta.

As the 50s drew to a close, the Berliner Brothers picked up the American franchise and pushed
Ducati to the forefront in the USA. With no little flair, they began punching above their weight and
mounted a serious challenge to the wave of Japanese machines that were coming into the
country. At this time, the company was also enjoying success in other export markets as well as
at home. In the mid sixties, Ducati became the Italian outlet of Standard-Triumph cars and
Leyland vans and trucks. It seemed as if they could do no wrong, but the American market was
about to give them a reminder of the fragility of success. Ducati insisted on pushing their 50cc
two-strokes on the American public. Although these machines had accrued many sales in Italy,
the contrary was true of the USA, as the nation snubbed what were in fact very good machines.
Rather than heed the warning, the company pressed ahead and created as 100cc two-stroke,
when they really should have been developing their much loved sporting four-strokes. Berliner
suffered to such an extent, that they refused one shipment of bikes because they didn’t have the
money to pay for them, even if they could have sold them in the States.

As Ducati struggled to compete with the mass
produced Japanese motorcycles. The future
looked gloomy, but once again they turned to their
racing roots, creating 750s which took first and
second places at Imola in 1972. a major coup for
the company was the securing of the services of
rider, Paul Smart, who was at that time racing for
Kawasaki. The story goes that he wasn’t at home
when the call came, but the financial lure was so
strong that his wife accepted the offer on his
behalf. Success at Imola sparked the beginning of
the love affair between big racing bikes and
Ducati.

Today, Ducati riders are some of the most loyal when it comes to brand allegiance, their reward
is to be the owner of one of the most strikingly beautiful machines available. The company has
achieved success by following its racing roots. At the company’s headquarters, you can visit the
museum and re-live over 50 years of racing history.




Colchester Classic
Motorcycle Club

WWW.CCMC.org.uk

CLASSIC BIKE SHOW

ON SUNDAY 20™ SEPTEMBER 2009

10AM — 4PM
AT

THE ANCHOR STRATFORD ST MARY

JUST OFF THE A12 IPSWICH — COLCHESTER RD
EVERYONE IS WELCOME, CLUBS, SOLO,
ALL CLASSES OF BIKES, TRIKES, OFF ROAD,
COMBINATIONS, BIKES FROM ANY NATION

THERE WILL BE PRIZES FOR THE WINNERS OF EACH
CLASS OF BIKE
THERE ARE ALSO BIKE JUMBLES, RAFFLES AND FOOD

CONTACTS
JOHN WALKER 01787 881803
PETE LONG 01206 330394




SEPTEMBER RIDE-OUTS

SUNDAY 6™
COVENT GARDEN, LONDON

Depart Marks Tay 09-30am for Thurrock servicesr(pettation). Depart Thurrock services 10-30amJorent
Garden.

FRIDAY 11™ TO SUNDAY 13"
VSCN DUTCH NATIONAL RALLY,
CAMPING “DE REEUWIJKSE HOUT, OUDEWEG 9, 2811 NM RERVIJK.

Make your own way to Harwich docks dRHURSDAY 10TH checking in from 08-00 pm to 10-30- pm

SUNDAY 13™
ESSEX AIR-AMBULANCE RUN, DUNTON TO HARWICH.

Make your own to Dunton, gates open from 08-30al®-dut leaves about 11-00am for Harwich

SUNDAY 13 TH
ACE CAFE TO BRIGHTON

SATURDAY 19" TO SUNDAY 20"
BMF TAILEND, PETERBOROUGH.

SUNDAY 20™

BOXHILL AND NEWLANDS CORNER.
Depart Thurrock services 10-30am for Boxhill

Additional ride-out SUNDAY 20 (see Flyer on pg 9)

CLASSIC BIKE SHOW, ANCHOR PUB, STRATFORD St. MARBUFFOLK
Depart Boreham services 10-00am for ride-out toh®ngub

SUNDAY 27

OAKDENE CAFE, WROTHAM, KENT.

Depart Marks Tay 09-30am for Thurrock servicesr(gettation). Depart Thurrock services 10-30amGakdene
cafe

For more information contact your reps
Please have sufficient fuel for rideouts so welaep fuel stops to a minimum




September

North meeting.

8 pm Monday 7™ September 2009.

The Anchor, Upper Street, Stratford St. Mary, CO7 6LW.
West of A12, North of Colchester

South meeting.

8pm Monday 21 September 2009
The Bell Inn, Main Road, Woodham Ferrers, CM3 8RF.

On the B1418 between Bicknacre and South Woodham.

October

North meeting.

8 pm Monday 5th September 2009.

The Anchor, Upper Street, Stratford St. Mary, CO7 6LW.
West of A12, North of Colchester

South meeting.

8pm Monday 19" September 2009.
The Bell Inn, Main Road, Woodham Ferrers, CM3 8RF.

On the B1418 between Bicknacre and South Woodham.




